
Forum on Laboratory Accreditation 
Charleston Place 

Charleston, South Carolina 
August 22-28, 2004 

The South Carolina Department of Environmental Conservation, the Institute for National Environmental 
Laboratory Accreditation (INELA), and the US Environmental Protection Agency are pleased to 
announce the Charleston Forum on Laboratory Accreditation. This is a weeklong event consisting of 
the Tenth Annual Meeting of the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC 
10), a meeting of the Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB), seminars and training courses, 
INELA’s Annual Meeting, and other events. 

NELAC Meeting 
The NELAC meeting will occur on Monday and Tuesday, August 23 and 24.  This meeting will contain 
meetings of the Standards Review Committee, the Proficiency Testing (PT) Board, and other 
Administrative and Special NELAC committees in addition to a voting session on Tuesday afternoon.  
Special topics of interest to be covered include:  the programs health based on outreach and accrediting 
authority renewal process, and the proposed operating principals for NELAC being separated from the 
NELAC Standards.  Materials for the meeting will be made available on the NELAC Website in early 
July. 

ELAB Meeting 
ELAB will have an Open Forum Session on Tuesday afternoon, after the NELAC voting session, where 
anyone attending the Forum on Laboratory Accreditation may bring forth an issue for ELAB to consider. 

INELA Meeting 
INELA will have its annual meeting Wednesday and Thursday, August 25 and 26.  The meeting will 
contain a special session on Wednesday morning where the revision to INELA’s plan for developing 
accreditation standards will be presented.  This session will also feature a presentation of the INELA 
strategic plan. Most of the meeting, however, will be devoted to meetings of the INELA expert and 
administrative committees.  INELA plans to present its final draft laboratory accreditation standard for 
consideration by the membership and others at the meeting.  This document should be available on the 
INELA website in late July. 

Training Courses and Seminars 
INELA will sponsor three training events on Friday and Saturday, August 27 and 28. 

Internal Audits, Management Reviews and Corrective Actions - a one-day seminar oriented towards 
laboratory QA managers and focused on Sections 5.4.10, 5.4.13, 5.4.14 and 5.4.15 of the 2002 NELAC 
standard. This course will provide detailed guidance for laboratory QA managers who are employed by 
laboratories currently accredited to the NELAC standards or seeking accreditation.  This course is one of 
a series of courses on implementing a laboratory quality system. 

Documentation and Records Control - a one-day seminar oriented towards laboratory QA managers and 
focused on Sections 5.4.3 and 5.4.12 of the 2002 NELAC standard.  This course will provide detailed 
guidance for laboratory QA managers who are employed by laboratories currently accredited to the 
NELAC standards or seeking accreditation.  This course is one of a series of courses on implementing a 
laboratory quality system. 



Implementing the Performance Approach - a two-day training course to assist laboratory assessors in 
conducting data and operations review for determination of meeting the performance approach 
requirements defined in the 2003 NELAC standard. The fundamental concepts include reviewing quality 
control elements, method validation documentation, initial demonstration, calibration performance and 
records review. The examples used in the course are practical examples to review the practices for 
assessing to the NELAC standards. 

Other Events 
On Sunday afternoon, prior to the start of the NELAC meeting, INELA will be hosting a special 
workshop designed to provide background information to those registered for the Forum.  The seminar 
will provide information on INELA, NELAC, and ELAB, as well as, an overview of the weeks’ activities. 
This seminar is open to anyone attending the Forum. 

On Monday evening, NELAC will host an Opening Reception to allow participants to meet informally 
with the NELAC Board of Directors and Committee Chairs.  On Tuesday, NELAC will host a Luncheon. 
These events are open to anyone registered for the conference. 

On Wednesday evening, INELA will host a Reception and Exhibition. This meeting is open to anyone 
registered for the conference. 

Conference Logistics 

Hotel: Charleston Place 
  Charleston, South Carolina 

800-831-3490 (Main reservation number; M-F 7am - 9pm EDT only) 
groupers@orientx.net (E-mail reservation with NELAC/INELA/Forum on Laboratory 

Accreditation Reference) 

Airport:   Charleston International Airport 

Taxi/Shuttle Service: Taxi fare is approximately $22; a shuttle service is available for $10. 

Driving: Parking will be approximately $14 per day, but rate is subject to change. 

Registration Fees: 
Registration Type INELA Member Non-member
   Full week, full registration 275 295 

INELA meeting only 150 175 
   NELAC meeting only 150 150 

Late Fee 50 50 
Seminars & Training Courses 

Seminar 145 170 
   Training course 325 450 

Late Fee 50 50 

• On-line registration is available at http://www.inela.org 
• A brochure with a registration form will be mailed in early May 


